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Pet peeves…….we’ve all got them, and this column is 
going to address one of mine in Rally, I’m afraid. It’s 
time to talk about pivots.  A well executed pivot, 

especially a left pivot, makes a performance really stand 
out.......and everyone who has attended a class with me in 
Rally knows how much importance I place on them being 
done well!  ☺ I’m happy to note, however, that it is not just 
me. The precision of pivots, as well as the tightness of 360° 
and 270° turns are being discussed more frequently among 
and by the Rally judges in our area. Like the pause, piv-
ots and turns are becoming favorite areas for separating 
scores among competitors. Several judges have commented 
recently that they want to see a pivot take no more space 
then a pie plate, and the 360° circles are supposed to be no 
larger then a hoola hoop! My personal peeve is that a pivot 
must actually pivot……your feet must twist in place to the 
new direction at some point during the movement, or it is 
only a turn.

Pivots used to be introduced at the Advanced level in 
the States in Rally, but are included in Novice in Canada- so 
it pays to start training them early in your program. There 
are both left and right, 90° and 180° turns. 

There is also a variant pivot in which dog waits while 
the handler pivots right, takes one step away from their dog 
and then calls the dog into 
heel position. Since every 
other pivot exercise requires 
that the dog move with the 
handler, this one takes a bit of 
practice all on its own.

So how do you do a correct pivot? Well, I joined the 
Army for 12 years, but you can try this:  Stand with your feet 
together, balancing your weight on your heels. For a right 
pivot, turn your right foot 90°, without moving your heel, 
then lift and move your left foot together with your right. 
That’s it. A two part movement- giving your dog a signal 
before you actually turn, so that it goes smoothly. Done cor-
rectly, your body turns, but still occupies the same space. It 
is a pivot- not a step- and that is the real distinction that 
needs to be made. A lot of people routinely take one or two 
steps in the process- which belies the very definition of the 
movement. Practice it without your dog until you can turn 
smoothly without wobbling, and it should take no time for 
you to become proficient at both the left and right turns. 
Bring your dog into the practice when you feel like you have 
the hang of it, and you should have little trouble training his 
part of the movement. 

When you pivot left, it is 
currently allowable for your 
dog to circle outward and 
come in to heel position (just 
keep your feet together on the 
pivot!). I think that that rule 
is going to be refined in the 
not too distant future, though, 
so you may want to start teaching your dog to back up and 
stay in heel position with you as you pivot. It looks really 
sharp when you do it too!

When we set our dogs up in heel position prior to heel-
ing in traditional obedience, we routinely teach them to scoot 
back a bit to line up perfectly at our sides. To teach your dog 
to pivot left in position, use that same motion, with a cookie, 
to scoot him back by small increments in slow motion until 
he has accomplished the 90° turn. Don’t worry about your 
footwork at this point- just get your dog comfortable back-
ing up. Some people put the leash behind their backs as an 
extra control when they teach it initially. Sometimes I place 
an object, like a chair, close on the other side ofmy dog as 
well, to channel him in to the correct movement.

I don’t stop at the 90° pivot when I’m training my dogs. 
I keep scooting around in a left turning circle all the way 
around- making it a game for both of us! This comes in 
handy when I teach them the back up 3 steps later, as well 
as the 180° pivots needed for Excellent level, and the pivots 
used for both gloves and articles in Utility. Makes a great 
warm up game before we go in the ring, too!
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If you take a little time to work on your footwork for 
this particular station, it will not only improve your per-
formance in Rally, but will prove useful for a lot of other 
techniques later on- so spend the time working on sliding 
your feet, and turning without moving and the pay off will 
be a good one!
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Rescue as a Philosophical Question
By Emily Williams

The question of whether or not we 
should be involved in rescue, and 
if so to what extent, seems to be 

a constant and divisive issue within our 
Regional and National Clubs. After 25 
years of involvement with bloodhounds 
I would like to offer my perspective as a 
Regional Rescue Director, a breeder of 
one litter, a potential breeder, and a lover 
of the breed. 

The presence of bloodhounds in 
inappropriate homes, shelters, loose on 
the streets is obviously a very complex 
issue. For the purposes of this article 
I’m only going to talk about how rescue 
plays into one small but crucial aspect 
and that is public perception.

On many fronts the pure-bred dog 
is under increasing assault. Not because 
people don’t want pure-bred dogs, they 
clearly do. But because of the wide-
spread breeding and selling of dogs from 
puppy mills and the under-educated 
breeders we call “back-yard breeders” 
(BYB) with all of the attendant bad 
publicity. Some of these dogs will have 
health and temperament problems 
which lead to their being abandoned in 
a shelter or to the streets. In many cases 
the primary problem is a lack of educa-
tion as to temperament or personality, 
and eventual size of the breed leading to 

the bloodhound ending up in the wrong 
home. Simply put the new owner is 
often unprepared for the breed and the 
sellers are either unethical and don’t care 
or are themselves uneducated and don’t 
know how to find a good home. And 
there are many, many purebred blood-
hounds in shelters and on the streets. 

In the end, however they end up in 
a bad situation, it causes problems for 
those of us who care about ethical breed-
ing and placement and about the dogs 
themselves. How many of you have seen 
the post “Don’t breed or buy while shel-
ter pets die.”? Or worse “I was in a shel-
ter and no Breeder came to get me but 
a Rescuer did.”? These two statements 
sum up, for me, why we as a Breed Club 
need to be involved in rescue. It is public 
perception plain and simple. We are los-
ing the public relations battles and the 
war. When the general public and vocal 
public see “Breeders” as the problem 
then we have lost. We can have no effect 
on legislation, education, or outcome 
when we are the enemy. When those 
who are against purebreds and breed-
ing can pull up example after example of 
abandoned bloodhounds to use in their 
publicity campaigns we have a problem. 

So what can we as a Breed Club do? 
For me, working with the very same dogs 
that are being used against us is neces-
sary, humane, and vital. If we are visible 
to the shelters, rescuers, and the public 
as “stepping up” to help the breed we are 
involved in breeding, it is much more 
difficult to be accused of being in it for 
the money, for being uncaring, for con-
tributing to the problem. Visibility gives 
us standing to address the issue of puppy 
mills and BYBs without it appearing to 
be an issue of competition. Rescue gives 
us standing with the Public, it changes 
their perception of who we are and what 
we do. It gives us legitimacy with those 
who are interested in buying a puppy. 
And it gives us an opportunity to work 
with the small breeder who may just 
need a mentor to do a better job.

While it is obvious I have a passion 
for helping the bloodhound in need (my 
first bloodhound was from a shelter) I 
don’t believe that is the basic question 
we have to start with as a Breed Club. I 
believe the question is can we as a Breed 
Club afford not to do rescue in this day 
of Social Media and large animal rights 
organizations.

On many fronts the pure-bred dog is under increasing assault 

. . . because of the wide-spread breeding and selling of dogs from 

puppy mills and . . . “back-yard breeders”


